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  Rev. Earl Lock died on July 18th 

  Rev. Victor Gaurotte died July  

17th 

  Linda McCullough is having health 

issues. 

  Rev. Wayne Flowers (Lindale) is 

having heart issues. 

  Rev. Lou Schoonover (retired) is 

recovering from knee replacement  

  Congratulations to Richard and 

Rebecca  Pratherôs (Lake Palestine) 
daughter, Jessica who was married 
on August 1. 

  Mr. Calvin Burns, father-in-law of  

Regina Burns (St. Paul/Oakwood 
Union) died. 

  Rev. Fred Worthen  (Liberty Hill) 

had heart by-pass surgery. 
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     Not all parables are in the Bible.  This one 
comes to us from my colleague in the North 
District, Bill Taylor. 

A Rat Trap in the House 
     A rat looked through a crack in the wall and 
saw the farmer and his wife opening a package.  
He was shocked and frightened to see that it 
contained a rat trap. The rat rushed back to the 

barnyard to tell all the other animals:  òThereõs a rat trap in the house!  
A rat trap in the house!ó 
     The chicken clucked and scratched, raised her head and said 
òExcuse me, Mr. Rat.  I understand this is of grave concern to you, 
but it is of no consequence to me.  I cannot be harmed by a rat trap.ó 
     The rat turned to the pig and told him, òThere is a rat trap in the 
house; a rat trap in the house!ó 
     òIõm very sorry, Mr. Rat,ó sympathized the pig, òbut there is 
really nothing I can do about it.  But I will pray for you.ó 
     The rat turned to the cow.  òThereõs a rat trap in the house!ó  She 
said, òWow, Mr. Rat ð a rat trap!  Am I in any danger?  Iõm not?  
Then I must decline to get involved.ó 
     So the rat returned to the house, sad and depressed, to face the 
farmerõs rat trap alone. 
     That very night, the rat heard the trap snap shut. 
     The farmerõs wife rushed to see what had happened.  In the dark-

ness, she didnõt see that the trap had closed on the tail of a poisonous 
snake.  The snake bit the farmerõs wife. 
     The farmer rushed her to the hospital.  She returned home very 
sick with a fever. 
     Everyone knows you treat a fever with chicken soup, so the 
farmer took his hatchet to the farmyard for the soupõs main ingredi-
ent.  So much for the chicken! 
     The wifeõs condition didnõt improve, so friends and neighbors 
came and sat with her around the clock.  The farmer butchered the 
pig in order to have enough food for everyone. 
     Unfortunately, the farmerõs wife died.  So many people came to 
her funeral that the farmer had to slaughter the cow in order to pro-
vide plenty of food. 
     The moral of the story is:  The next time you hear that someone is 
facing a problem and you think it doesnõt concern you, remember that when 
there is a rat trap in the house, the whole farmyard is at risk. 
     Friends, let us lift one another up on every possible occasion! 

  Grace and peace to all, 

  Sandra  

A N OTE  FROM  THE  D ISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENT é. 

Military Personnel  

Crayton Caswell, Army Specialist, son of Karen Jones (Tyler, Cedar Street/Asbury),  de-
ployed to Africa on May 1st. 

Doug & Linda Howellõs (Frankston) son 1st Sgt. Douglas Howell is in Iraq and Lcpl 
Marcus Howell is in Iraq; Grandson Lance Corporal, Matt Beard is a Marine currently in 
North Carolina and grandson Spc Christopher Cason is in Korea. 

David Banks' (Arp)  brother, Maj. Jeff B. Banks, Director of Operations, is stationed at 
Ramstein AFB in Germany. 

Les and Sally Dalyõs (Winona) son, PFC Jeff Reed, of the U.S. Army, is stationed in Eglin 
AFB, FL for extensive training in his field. 

Bill & Kaye Newmanõs (Cross Roads) son, Sgt. Mateo D. Newman, of the Army Reserve, 
is on active duty at Fort Hood. 

B.J. Frachiseur, a member of Troup UMC, is in Afghanistan. 

Mike Chopcinski, son-in-law of Curtis & Mary Ann Matthys (Palestine, Grace), will be 
deploying with the Army to Korea in September 2010. 

Cpl. Caleb Hearn, nephew of Kelly & Jill Krone (Emory/Alba) deployed to Afghanistan in 
February 2010. 

Please Pray for Our Troops. 

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie  

September 26, 2010 Å Location and time TBA  
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Texas Annual Conference  

Before the  

Well Runs Dry  
 

 

 

 

Clergy 

Gathering 

2010 
 

September 20 - 22, 2010 

 

Registration deadline is August 31, 2010  

go to www.txcumc.org and click      

         òRelaxation  and Renewaló  

Order of the Deacon & Diaconal Ministers Retreat 
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October 18-20, 2010 
Featuring Margaret Crain 

 
Holy Family Retreat Center Å  9920 N. Major Drive Å  Beaumont TX 77713 

 
Professor of Christian Education at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 

Deacon in Full Connection, Northern Illinois Conference, United Methodist Church 
 
Questions or more information please contact me at pambesser@wesleyumc.com 409-892-7733 (church), 409-790-3858 (cell). 
Go to www.txcumc.org for registration form. 


