
 

 
 
 

¶ Maj. Jeff B. Banks, Direc-

tor of Operations, brother of 

David Banks (Arp) is sta-

tioned at Ramstein AFB in 

Germany. 

¶ B.J. Frachiseur, a member 

of Troup UMC, is serving in 

Germany. 

¶ Lt. Col. Matt Mowery , a 

member of Troup UMC, is 

serving in Afghanistan. 
 

 

 

 
 

¶ Crayton Caswell , Army 

Specialist, son of Karen Jones 

(Tyler, Cedar Street/Asbury), 

has returned from his tour in 

Africa and will be doing OCS 

& attending Kansas State until 

his next deployment. 

¶ Cpl. Caleb Hearn , nephew 

of Kelly & Jill Krone (Emory/

Alba) has returned from his 

tour in Afghanistan. 
 

JOYS  AND  CONCERNS  

 

  
 
 
 

¶ David Banksõ (Arp) father, Gene 

Banks, will be having triple bypass heart 

surgery on Friday, September 9th. 

¶ Dialville UMC has been broken into 

4 times in the last 4 years.  Please pray 

for no more burglaries for this church. 

¶Charles Holbrook (Retiree) passed 

away on Friday, August 26th. 

¶ Don Osada (Retiree) is in the hos-

pital with a blood clot in his lung. 

¶ Pat Traversõ brother, Mike Richards, 

continues treatments for cancer.    

¶ Doug Walker (Point)  continues 

cancer treatments.  
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Last week, the Cabinet ñretreatedò to 
Navasota for 5 days.  We got a lot ac-
complished, and we enjoyed welcoming 
our newest DS, Morris Matthys, into the 
clan. 
 
Probably our biggest adventure was a 
tour of the Bluebell Creamery in Bren-

ham.  Because several of the top execs are United 
Methodists, we were privileged to have the special tour. 
We got to put on those ugly green hairnets and get down 
on the floor where the real work was happening. 
 
That day, Bluebell was producing Chocolate Banana 
Bombs, Rainbow Sticks, Banana Split, Orange Swirl and 
Rocky Road Ice Cream and Ice Cream Sandwiches.  As 
we were led through the operation, it was fascinating to 
see what was happening.   
 
Each worker had a particular part to play.  Some folks 
were making sure the right add-inôs were poured in at 
the right time.  Others were doing quality control, being 
sure that all the ingredients were of excellent quality.  
Others were overseeing the pouring of ice cream into 
their respective paper tubs.  It was a day on which bana-
na ice cream was made (for the Banana Split flavor), 
and some folks were peeling and slicing 45,000 fresh 
bananas.   
 

Surprisingly, there were no tasters.  The entire Cabinet 
volunteered to serve in this capacity, but sadly we were 
rejected.   
 

Hereôs my point ï in our local churches, as in the Blue-
bell Creamery, everyone has a part to play.  There is no 
ice cream if the folks who box up the containers of ice 
cream walk away.  There can be no banana split ice 
cream if somebody refuses to peel and slice 45,000 ba-
nanas.  If no one turns on the chocolate faucet, the vat 
of melted chocolate, Jamocha Almond Fudge will just be 
ï well, Almond. 
 

Everybody has a valuable part to play, whether itôs 
washing down the floors, running fork lifts full of ice 
cream to the freezer room or deciding which ice cream 
gets shipped to what stores. 
 
So too are all persons needed to contribute to the fur-
thering of Godôs Kingdom.  I thank you, clergy and laity 
alike, for all that you do for God.  Your work in making 
disciples makes a difference in peoplesô lives.  God 
bless you. 
 

Peace,  
 

Sˉnˍrʆ 
 
PS  Can anyone guess what Bluebell does with 45,000 
banana peels? 

A N OTE  FROM  THE  D ISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENT é. 



 

 

 
 

September 9-10 

Alamo Heights UMC  
825 East Basse Road Å San Antonio, TX 78209 

 

Purpose of Conference:  
Theoretical and practical (instructional 

& experiential) plenaries and preaching 

that invigorates the church 
 

Keynote Speaker:  

Bishop Will Willimon  
 

Also featuring:  
Dr. Marcia McFee & Mr. Chester D.T. Baldwin 

 

For a registration form or more info, visit: 

www.umcswtx.org/worship -workshops  

The General Board of Higher Education & Ministry presents... 

 

 
 

 

 
 

November 11-13 Å St. Louis, Missouri 
A 3-day event for 18- to 26-year olds who are exploring 
a call to ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church 

For more information, visit www.gbhem.org/exporation. 

A ROUND  THE  CONFERENCE    
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September 17, 2011  
7:00am - 3:00pm 
FUMC Bryan 

506 East 28th Street Å Bryan, Texas 77803 
 

Cost: $35 (includes breakfast & lunch) 
 

Keynote Speaker: J.J. Ramirez 
 

Music will be provided by: 
David Henry & Bryan FUMC Musicians 

 

For more information, visit  
www.tcumm.org/fallconference.html. 

 
 
 

September 23-24, 2011 
Lakeview Methodist  
Conference Center 

 

ñGo and Do Likewiseò 
Luke: 10:37b 

 

For more information, visit www.txconfumw.org.  



 
 

 
 

 
 

September 19 -21 
Lakeview Methodist  
Conference Center  

 

ñKeeping Your Vision Clearò 
 

Guest Speaker:  
Doug Hester, D. Min.  

 
For more information, visit  

www.txcumc.org/console/files/
oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/

gatheringbrochure_3PXTVRM3.pdf  
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September 16 & 17  
Memorial Drive UMC  

12955 Memorial Drive Å Houston, Texas 77079  
 

Christian Education Training for those who 
serve in children, youth, adult, and spiritual 

formation ministries.  
 

Guest speakers include Dr. John Holbert from Perkins 
School of Theology, Mary Jane Pierce Norton from 

General Board of Discipleship, Dr. Gladys Childs from 
Texas Wesleyan University, Rev. Greg Davis of the 
Louisiana Conference and Dr. Will Reed from the  

Misión Milby Community in Houston.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information, visit 

www.ghles.org  
 

Sponsored by Texas Conference Christian Educators Fellowship 

 
 

 
 

October 29 & 30 
 

Lakeview Baptist Retreat 
(located behind Lone Star Baptist Church) 

643 North Wildrose Å Lone Star, TX 75668 
 

For more info and a registration form,  

visit www.nwdumc.org/ministries/ 

lay-speaker-ministry. 
 

(There is no Lay Speaker Training scheduled to be 

held in the Northwest District at this time.) 

Texas Conference  
Retired Clergy and Spouses Retreat  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 27-29 
Lakeview Methodist  
Conference Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 

With Dr. Will Reed,  
Rev. Cynthia Harvey,  
& Rev. Gail Ford Smith 

 

Registrars: Jim & Sue Crawford 

jimsue773@yahoo.com Å (936) 439-5014 



 

 
 
 

October 17-19, 2011 
San Antonio, TX 

 

February 6-8, 2012 
Mesquite, TX 

 

For active clergy & spouses of all ages 
 

Learn More & Register Online: 
www.gbophb.orgðclick on ñEventsò 
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Quitman FUMC 
Wednesday, September 28th  

 

Beginning at 5:15 p.m. with food and fellowship 
 

Join us to learn about different mission areas! 
 

For more information, call (903) 763-4127. 
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October 2-7 

Lakeview Methodist  

Conference Center 
 

All clergy, spouses, & church staff are invited! 
 

You can come for the entire week or just part of the 

week.  Either way, your participation will be appreciated. 

Lakeview looks forward to hosting you!   
 

Contact Peggy Jordan to make your reservation at 

guestservices@lakeviewmcc.org or (903) 538-2711 4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ǢÎÄ ÂÅÎÅǢÔÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȣ 
 
 
 

4ÈÅ ÎÅ× ÏÎÌÉÎÅ "ÅÎÅǢÔÓ (ÕÂ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÔÈÅ  
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ  

ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒȡ 
 

§ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌȟ ÄÅÎÔÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÐÌÁÎÓ 
§ 0ÒÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÄÒÕÇ ÂÅÎÅǢÔÓ 
§ 2ÅÔÉÒÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ 
§ $ÉÓÅÁÓÅ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÂÅÎÅǢÔÓ 

 
#ÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ (ÕÂ ÔÏÄÁÙɂÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÙÅÁÒ ÌÏÎÇȦ 
4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÐÁÓÓ×ÏÒÄ ÏÒ ÌÏÇ-ÉÎ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄȢ  *ÕÓÔ ÖÉÓÉÔ 

×××ȢÍÙÔÁÃÂÅÎÅǢÔÓȢÏÒÇ ɉÏÒ ÃÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ Ȱ"ÅÎÅǢÔÓȱ ÌÉÎË ÏÎ 
ÔÈÅ 4!# ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅɊ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÎÅǢÔÓ 4!# 

ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ 

 
 
 
 

 
October 27-29, 2011 

 

The Texas Annual Conference is offering 
a special training ñboot campò in October 

designed for Hispanic congregations 
which will be presented in Spanish.   

 

For more information, visit  
www.txcumc.org/news/detail/2404  

A ROUND  THE  D ISTRICT  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Alba UMC & Brockõs 
Chapel UMC are in need 

of part -time pianists.   
 

For more information, please 
visit www.nwdumc.org/

resources/job -opportunities . 

 

 
 

 
 

November 5th                   .   

2 p.m.ñClergy Session                   .  

5 p.m.ñLaity Session                   .  
 

FUMC Jacksonville                   .  
1031 SE Loop 456 Å Jacksonville, TX 75766                             .  
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In addition to Sandra Smith, Pat 
Travers, and Bruce Hay, we had 
three people from the Northwest 
District attend Candidacy  

Summit this year: Todd Cooper, 
Timothy Langley, & Sean Little  

A ROUND  THE  D ISTRICT    

On Sunday, August 7, Pollard United Methodist Church celebrated 56 
years since their first worship service.  Members 55 years or more were 

recognized with a special certificate by the Evangelism Team.  Members 

made birthday cakes and held a contest where proceeds were used for 

support of the Tyler Bethesda Clinic.  The cakes?  Well, there was plenty 
of dessert for everyone after the meal!  Happy birthday, Pollard UMC, 

and may your ministry and presence continue to bless. 



 

 
September 17, 2011  

8:30 a.m.ñ4:30 p.m.  

Cheatham Memorial UMC  
205 Hwy 859 Å Edgewood, TX 75117  

 

For more information, visit  
www.nwdumc.org/2011/09/01/ert -training  

For more information, call  

Lanes Chapel UMC at (903) 561 -5703  

or visit www.laneschapel.com . 
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December 3, 2011 

  Bullard FUMC   .  
More details to come! .          

 

 
 

 

Tuesday, September 13th 

5:30ð8:00 p.m. 
Marvin UMC 

300 W. Erwin Å Tyler, TX 75702 

 

Digging Deep and Soaring High: 

Making the most of Christian Education  

in the Local Church 
 

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Billy Abraham 
Albert Cook Outler Professor of Wesley Studies,  

Perkins School of Theology, SMU 
 

For more information, call Marvin UMC at (903) 592-7396. 

 
 
 

Jacksonville FUMC would like to thank  

everyone who took part in this yearõs Hymn 

Sing!  There were a total of 9 churches that 

participated, and it was a great night of  

worship, followed by ice cream, cookies, 

and wonderful fellowship!  The mission  

project was presented by the Teen Net Team 

(TNT) to raise money for Nothing But Nets.  

With everyoneõs help, they raised $1,522.90 

the night of Hymn Sing!  What a blessing!  

 

 

 
Class starting on September 14th  

6:00 - 7:30 p.m.  

Canton FUMC  

 

The 13 week class will run from  

September 13th through December 14th.  

 

A light supper will be served every week from  

5:30 ñ6:00 p.m. with a suggested donation of $5  

 

For more details, contact Canton FUMC at (903) 567 -6528.  

http://www.nwdumc.org/2011/09/01/ert-training/
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Members of both churches celebrated the completion of Earleôs Chapel UMCôs 

new fellowship hall!  Marvinôs mission team, the Marvin Menders, helped with the 

construction of this new building, and members of Earleôs Chapel wanted to show 

their appreciation by throwing an Ice Cream Social!  


